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HE following hypotheſis, intended for 

the ſimplification of the Greek verb, is 
propoſed with ſome heſitation, both to thoſe 
who have acquired a knowledge of the lan- 
guage, and thoſe who are acquiring it. It is 
to be regarded merely as an hypotheſis, till it 
ſhall have ſtood the teſt of time and examina- 
tion.—If not true, it may be rendered uſeful in 
practice; and if it is founded, it will unravel 
one of the moſt complicated difficulties, that 
any language, hitherto known, has produced. 

4 3 | 
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The difficulty of giving one clear it gene- 
ral idea of the Greek verb, to ſuch as were 
commencing their ſtudy of the language, had 
long turned the mind of the author to ſome at- 
tempt of this kind, but it was not executed, 


and poſſibly never might have been, but for 


the publication of Mr. H. Tooke's EIIEA 


ITEPOEN TA. That work, which naturally 
ſuggeſts reflection to every mind that has con- 


ſidered the theory of language, in a logical, or 
grammatical view, contains the following paſ- 


ſage, page 388. 


For though I think I have good reaſon 
«to believe, that all theſe terminations may 
te likewiſe be traced to their reſpective origin ; 
te and that however artificial they may now ap- 
te pear to us, they were not originally the effect 


*© of premeditated and deliberate art, but ſepa- 


* rate words by length of time corrupted and 
« coaleſcing with the words of which they are 
te now conſidered as the terminations. Yet 
* this was leſs likely to be ſuſpected by others; 
and if it had been ſuſpected, they would 
* have had much farther to travel to their 


To Journey's end, and den a road much 


— 
— 


. 
more embarraſſed; as the corruption in thoſe 
yy languages i is of much longer ſtanding than in 
* ours, and more complex.” 

The ſuggeſtions contained in this paſſage 
gave riſe to the following ſpeculation, which 
conſiſts of neither more or leſs, than the aſ- 
ſumption of the primitive verb EQ as the origin 
of all terminations. in the Greek verb; and the 
ſource of all its extenſive variety *. 

It is true, that in the external appearance of 
the Greek language, nouns appear to be derived 
from verbs, more frequently than the contrary : 
and this, is in ſome degree apparent in moſt 
other languages; but as Mr. H. Tooke has re- 
duced all the parts of ſpeech to two; the Noun 
and the Verb; in the language of nature, we 
may ſimplify till farther, and ſuppoſe the 
noun to be the root of the verb. It is nature 
that directs children to the names of things 
as the firſt words they utter, and the tranſition . 
from the Name to the Action, that is, from the 
Noun to the Verb, may ſtill be exemplified in 
our own. language very diſtinctly. Heat, fire, 


» 


* The Greek verb, with its partic' iples, is ſubject to more chan 
eleven hundred variations, exciulive of the dialects, 


A's 


e 
thirſt, hunger, love, fear, butter, barter, &c. 
all, paſs into the verb, without the change of a 
letter, by imparting action or motion to them, 
which is done by the addition of Do or Jo. 
This tranſition may be juſtly ſuſpected to exiſt 
in all languages, though perhaps it is not now 
capable of demonſtratiog. We muſt in Latin 
derive Cautio Cautela from Caveo, Cavi, Cau- 
tus, but we have great reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
Cau conceals ſome meaning which was the root 
of Caveo, as Fraus is evidently the root of 
Fraudo, Fraudatus, Fraudatio. It is not ne- 
ceſſary, however, to prove this, or explore it 
farther, for if the probability, or even poſſibi- 
lity of it is allowed, it is the only poſtulate 
that the hypotheſis requires. . 
In the primitive ſtructure of the Greek verb, 
let us admit e, ypap, pruy, to- contain the 
driginal name of the thing or action, which we 
may expreſs like our Engliſi verb, without its 
ſign, by ſpeak, write, flee. By adding EQ. to 
theſe Greek monoſyllables, we add no mere to 
the Greek primitive, than we do to the Engliſh 
by Do, or To, that is, we impart ain or mo- 
tion to the name, turn the noun into the verb, 


| pi © © 

and though we have no fuch noun in Engliſh 
as theſe, ſtill without a ſign or adjun&, we 
conſider · them as names as much as heat, fire, 
revenge; and in this, we have the old gram- 
marians on our ſide, who received the infinitive 


mood as a name or Noun. 


Action and motion are ſo nearly allied that, 
as definitions are always dangerous ground to 
tread on, we may be miſtaken; but the diſ- 
tinction ſeems to be this, that action has always 
a reference to an agent, and motion has not: 
it is therefore the more ſimple of the two and | 
this perhaps is the reaſon, that grammarians, 
after conſidering the action as. done or ſuffered, 
and conſtituting the two voices, ſtill refer to 
motion as the firſt principle of the verb on ac- 
count of its greater ſimplicity. 

But let us follow them a ſtep farther : 5 
call Eu, the verb ſubſtantive, becauſe; as they 
ſay, it can ſtand alone, and all other verbs they 
call adjectives, becauſe, in their opinion, they 
all comprehend the verb Eu, or depend upon 
it for ſupport ; ; thus As 18 Eiue Afywyv. Atyo- 
E.. Ex AEYOMeVOG, &c. What then 18 the 
ſenſe of E, it is the verb that repreſents ex- 


ES 
Nence, and this do preeminently, that it is ap- 
plied with peculiat energy and propriety to the 
Deity as Self- exiſtent. Egiy aurorehys Ts Ge 
Tporayopeucis 2 TpooOwvyoi;, Plut. E, apud 
Delphos, page 392. Thus far, therefore, we 
agree with the grammarians ; but when they. 
proceed to call it a paſſive voice, we muſt heſi- 
tate; for though it is a ſign of the paſſive, it 
is itſelf neuter, the ſame as, 7 exif, in Engliſh. 
It would have ſuited our purpoſe better if. 
it had proved a paſſive of EQ; but all the ter- 
minations of its perſons are active, and, as 
ſuch, we muſt trace it to its ſource. Let it be 
obſerved, therefore, that EQ has its verb in pu, 
like other contracted verbs, and we ſhall now 
ſhew that HMI“ is the root of s, and all 
other verbs in . Trac, Tric, Oe, On, 
- are to be conſidered as contracted ; let us ſee 
how they adopt the termination in Pp Frys F 


s Ig anti Tihe- nur Ardo-np Fo lo EH. Hut 
Ip | TOs | Atdww I-. I-1þs 
| | | | IA CQ | I-w ſum 
Et EAI 


» is in one of the Sigean inſcriptions, and Ew in the 
other. Before H ceaſed to be an aſpirate Ej and Hy were the ſame 
word, | 


u 1 

Here is a regular proceſs from a contracted 
form to a verb in , which is complete, and 
the produce uniform, except that the accent 
ſerves to diſtinguiſh the two verbs produced, as 
*Exu eo, 'Equi ſum. The latent cauſe for the 
addition of « to Ic, though obſcure, is perhaps 
to be found in the diſtinction eſtabliſhed by this 
prefix between theſe two. verbs, and another 
derivative of EQ, as Hul, Te-1p, Inwi, mitto. 

That this proceſs is not merely conjectural, 
may be collected from the other moods of the 
verb in , for Hui would form its moods regu- 
larly. 


Preſ. HA. Eb. Ew 2 Ew Eig 
Imp. Hy. | : 


and in like manner 


— 


Pre Ade ni Aide 0, Aldo-einv a Aido-evas Aido=rs 
Aid Aidob. Oldein- Ade Aula Aids f 


E don 
Imp f. Edi duo 


Edo- nu | 
2. Ind. 28 | F 


Pr ef B Ti0e-e0; Tibe-cinv Tife-w Tibe-evar Tibe-tig 
© T'x9rpas Tiber“ Then T0 Tibevan Tikes 


* Becauſe of 6 in the preceding ſyllable. 


— — oa DD 


AD. Oe GO - — . —- 
: 
x 


(2 
ErTi0e-nv 
. Erihns 


Ebe-us | 
2. Ind, Ehn ; 


Preſ. Levy vu=njiy &c. 
 _ Zevyvop 


f ECeuyvu-nv 
ECeuyvuy 


t Imp 


Imp 


It muſt be confeſſed, however, that this pro- | 


ceſs does not come out ſo happily for the ſenſe 


of the verb E. as for its form; for we ought 
to be able to deduce an idea, as clear as the 
ſtructure. This is not ſo in fact: for if Eu 
and Hp: expreſs I do, though we can plainly 
diſcover that Tie-, Igx-yu, fignify I do 
place *, I do ſtand, it is. not in our power to 
trace I-yus I, in the ſame manner; for the 
reſult onght to be Ew I do, Hu. I do, I-. IA. 


Ido exi/t. But this does not follow ; for the 


proceſs would give In: Tus I do do; this incon- 
ſiſtence, fairly acknowledged, will poſſibly | 
open the way to the diſcovery by ſome one 
more ſkilled in metaphyſical diſquiſitien. But 
that Ew ſignifies I do, and IU IA Emu I do exiſt, 
there can be no doubt. 


* Place — I do, Tile=—1pue Stand—1 do, Ir — .. 


[ i3 ] 


In the application of EN to form the Abi in 
Q, let it be conſidered as the repreſentative of 
action or motion indifferently, which, for the 
purpoſe of accommodation to our own language, 
we muſt expreſs by J do; but the expreſſion is 
very inadequate, becauſe, like all the other 
auxiliary verbs in our language, it has only two 
tenſes, I do, I did; while its correſpondent 
EQ ſupplies terminations for three voices; and 
this Is the reaſon, that after exhauſtin g theſe 
two, 'which are our whole ſtock, we mult | pro- 
vide correſpondent terms for the other tenſes of 
the Greek verb, by other auxiliaries, I am, I 
was; I may, I might ; 7 can, I could ; I fhall, 
T ſhould, &c. 

The Greek verb is diſtributed into ſix con- 
jugations by ſome of the grammarians, which 
are reducible to four, by referring to the change 
of letters in the tenſes inſtead of the characteriſ- 
tic letters; theſe letters depend upon the three 
firſt conſonants of the alphabet B T A, with the 
liquids A M N P, for the fourth. In the three 
firſt, II Bo, K T X, TA e, are reſpectively called 
correſpondent letters, that is, they are inter- 
changeable, as convenience, or the organs of 


\ 
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ſpeech require. In the fourth, each letter 1 is 
independent. 


But we ſhall now ſhow, that notwithſtanding | 
the alliance of theſe letters, and their regular 


interchange, ſo far as relates to the diſtinction 


of conjugation, we may diſregard them, and - 


reduce the ſix or four conjugations to one. Teo 
will produce an inſtance of each. 


*; 


FVV 
. Te- Peypapt-a 
| Ppan-owu 
Tpacb- 
A- As- -« AN- 5 
A- Ae | As 
| | Aeu-ow | 
TT As- 
IIb IIe. - e Iesreib- ec 
IIesb- IIe - IIeqrei o- 
IIe. - IHerre-x 
New- 60% Neue Nevepu=11K% 
2 N Neu- Neu- | 
SN Nepw 


'To theſe four all the other che is are 


reduced- by the. grammarians, and firſt thoſe 


5 


Fw) 


— 2 have two N the laſt of which | is 


5 diſregarded. 


IT, like the firſt conjugation. 


BAunmT=tw 
BN 


BAQTT-E0w 
BA&T=EC wW 


| BAuT-Tw 
1 tip ca 


M097 Hike the FRY 


Te- £0 
Teu-- 


| Tipv-eow 


TS. OW 
Te- Eu 
Teu- 


| Bech -m 


BeCAumr- i 


| BebAup-a 


Tereu- u 


Tereu- me 


Ter- ι,]4 


Secondly, Z, Q pure like the third conjugation. 


— 


Q pure. 


Ou- e 
Ou 
"a 


Ewl rw ; 


Ou- S 


Ou- c 


Deo - S 
Log- e 


Do- 


Tebu-uc 
Te0u-x% 


ec N | 


Dec -E 


Tec- x 
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1 Oipalew 80 Omneu- £0 4 Npwl-nua 


Oh Ouerve-ow . 
Ou Qua- ,ε * 
for 
O:uw-Tw $i 


The laſt verb is introduced for the purpoſe 
of illuſtrating the double T, a conjugation leſs 
tractable than the others, and aſcribed to the 
ſecond conjugation. But the fact is, that whe- 
ther written with a double L as it uſually is, 
or with a double T, according to the Attic dia- 
leR, it is in either caſe to be referred to Z as 
its conſtituent letter; for Z conſiſting of A 2 
one mode of pronunciation adopted T, the 
equivalent to A, and the other ; and the Do- 
rians, moreover, tranſpoſed the letters into 
E A. One word will give an inſtance of all 
theſe varietics.—®paſu, Opa g, ora, Dor. 
Pparow, ' OparTw, Att. this will account for the 
ſtructure of the conjugation in double T. 


Nana does not occur. By the ordinary contanacien it (ne 
to be w.vzz, but from the aſſumption of ; in the future it ſhould 
prefer N 


FI 3 


I 

Oppurr-e Opur re Qpępurr-πτ ꝙ _ = 

OpuTT- . OpuTT-ow Qpurr-xc 
 Opurx- ow Nevx-a with a x; 
Out- deduced from 
N the « in the & 
Ou c- Our of the iſt, fut. 
 Opuoo-w OpuoT-ow like Aeg, As- 


Opug % Ax. 


The application of EQ to the conſtruction of : 


the verb is here inſtanced in ten examples, 
which exhibit all the characteriſtic letters in 


the language; theſe may be called ten conjuga- 


tions, or ſix, or four; but they are ſtill redu- 


cible to one ſingle form, as appears by this 


ſcheme, and may in time come to be conſidered 
as one only. There is no violence uſed in the 
change of the correſpondent letters, but what 
the genius of the language allows, and no ſyn- 


cope in the perfect, but what is founded upon 


the perfect of the fourth conjugation, and what 
takes place in other tenſes as eyapnre, cynpo. 
If this formation of the principal tenſes ſhall 


be allowed, we have only the ſecond future 


and its dependants to account for; upon this 
4 | :B | 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 


1 

ſubject, profeſſing to follow the ſteps of Dawes, 
and his commentator Mr. Burgeſs, we have no 
heſitation to declare, that no ſuch tenſe exiſts. 
The examples given by Dawes of eAaow, N, 
EAwW 3 ONE, OMEW, ONO; which he conſiders as 
Ionic and Attic forms, explain the whole of 
this matter in every conjugation, ypap-ew, Y 
e, Ypap- c, YpruP-w. Ou-ew, heu- em, bu-ew, 
u-. AEy-tw, NEν -E0W, AEY-EW, AEVYW 3 and in 
the middle voice ypauO0-guua, Qu-gpai, NEY-BpN ; 
z ariſing from the contraction and circumflexion 
of the active. The ſecond future and ſecond in- 
definite of the paſſive are not ſo evident, but in 
all appearance they are actually the ſame as the 
firſt future and firſt indefinite, ſuffering the 
{ſyncope like e eynua, ypape- O o, 
YpaAP-1TOpei, EYpaAPNy -byy, EYpaA@=IW 3 Ouo-ebyooua, 
hoch- ,v, bv-yrounm ; ebuo-by, ebu-m ; As- 
buch, Ne H 3 NEN 95, NEN - Y, AE. 

The fourth conjugation ſeems to confirm 


15 this ſtructure 3 Neun, Teww, b have both 


futures alike, . as they neceſſarily ought to 


have, for veuerw muſt become vepuew v, In 


both, and both, conſequently, veuuua in the 
middle voice. The paſſive v«u-e0yroua eveu-y0yv 


1 19 J 
ought to become veu-yropuar even» but it is re- 
markable that Homer, who delights in what is 
called the ſecond future and ſecond indefinite; 
uſes neither of theſe words. The ſecond inde- 
finite active and middle are the fame as the im- 
perfect, and require no diſcuſſion. 

Io this ſyſtem no rational objection can be 
made, but the variation in the penultimate of 
fome ſecond Futures, as pero Tpamw, N 
achu, &c. which Mr. Burgeſs is diſpoſed to 
account for by referring them to another theme, 
as Tpemto , nabew, &c. but there is no occaſion 
to multiply themes; the tranſition is ſo eaſy, 
and the change ſo natural, that the deſire of 
eſtabliſhing a diſtinction is a ſufficient cauſe to 
aſſign. The only reaſon, and a ſtrong one it 
is, for Mr. Burgeſs's ſuppoſition, is the conti- 
nuing of the change in the ſecond indefinite. As 
to the change of the conſonant in other ſecond 
futures, it is no more than the interchange of 
the correſpondent letters, which is indifferent. 
Bœmr- E. Bant-eru, ra- e, car Tw, Parbu ; 


 Banr-eow, B- e, Op- e, Bap-ew, G, 


* Dawes Miſc. Crit. page 373. 
B 2 
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Kæurr-t, KAHAUTT-ETW, KANUT- EW, KOANUT=TWS 


xaruw ; KQ&AUTET Wy KAAUTED, KANUTW, KaAVGCHw, O- 


pur re, opuTTETW, our -, aug; op TeNo, CUT Tee, 


opuTw, but from the x in the F of opuZw, opuyw. 
After thus eſtabliſhing three of the principal 
tenſes, and rejecting the fourth : the application 


of EQ for the ſtructure of the tertninations, it is 


preſumed, will appear neither forced or unna- 
tural; but if any objection ſhould remain, it 
may be hoped that the ſtructure of the con- 
tracted verb will approach nearly to demonſtra- 
tion; for in that, the tenſes all come out in full 
form. Tu-, rific-o, iu; Tur ec, Ti- 
fenjαον; rer u- m, rerH¹ 1K O.ANE- S,, O- e, 
@iAw ; PiAE-ECw, @1A-1Tw 3 TEDIME=TKG, S- 14H, 
Xęuco- cc, XpuTow, Ypurw; Xpuro-trw, Ypurweow 3 
XEXPUTO=1R&%, XEXPUTWT. of 
The moods. of one will be ſulhcient to exhi- 

bit the remainder. 

Indic. Imper. Pot. Subj. Auf, Part. 

Ti- A THAGHEE THUG EOUALY THAG EW Hue riſea ton 
Preſ. Tia e THAG=01k THAQ=W THAG= £10, THAG=Wh 

Tuo TA Tight TIALW T t TAY 

Ex e . 


Impf. ETH α 
ETipawy 


r 
n 


. 
This ſcheme gives not only the form and de- 
duction, but proves the neceſſity of the long 
vowel in the contraction; for if eyzw gives 
Agyeow, Gee c regularly piae-eow, $1y7w with 
the y. _ t | 


But, perhaps, after producing EQN in this 


manner, with its application, and endowing it 
with the ſenſe of action or motion, it will be 
required of us to give a meaning to the adventi- 
tious initials, as well as the terminations, and 
the queſtion will revert, What is the augment ? 
We ſhall with ſome diffidence propoſe another 
ſpeculation upon this point, in addition to the 
former. * 

The Greek verb aſſumes an augment upon 


ſix tenſes ; the imperfect, the two indefinites, 


the perfect, pluperfect, and paulopoſt future. 
Omitting the p. p. future for the preſent, let 
us conſider the others. They all expreſs the 
action as paſt, or preterite ; but the paſt time is 
diſtinguiſhed by four modes, that is, the action 
while doing; when done, in reference to time 


undefined; when done, in reference to time de- 
fined; when done completely, or more than 
done. 


B 3 
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| Imperfect. I was reading —Herodotus—at that 
time, | 
Indefinite. I have read—Herodotus—in the 
the courſe of my ſtudies. 
Definite. - I read -I ſerodoſus at eighteen. 


Pluperfect. I had 'read—Herodotus—before I 
looked at Pindar. 


The connecting idea to all theſe is time paſt 
or preterite; and this preterite is expreſſed in 
Greek by the letter E. Why then may not E 
be an undiſcovered, fragment of EQ, EON, or 
Eu? Moſt probably of the laſt, and applied 
by the Greeks for denoting a time preterite: 
this, in the imperfect and indefinite, is taken 
ſimply ; in the perfect, is covered, for diſtinc- 
tion ſake, by the repetition of the firſt conſo- 
nant; and, in the completion of the action, 

adds E to E, preterite to preterite, that is, a 
juſt pluperfect. This accounts for all verbs 
beginning with a ſingle conſonant, or a mute 
and a liquid. But how does it appear in words 
commencing with a vowel, which not only 
take j but , It appears thus, ayw, exyov, yyov ; 
but y being once long can be no longer; and 


3 


A 
os Ad 
. : 
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therefore 1%; and ens can only be ñπ and 
Jew ;z opeyw, Efopeyov, wpeyoyz bop, wPpEYE ; 


scope ,, wpeyew ; and that this is a fact, and 
not hypothetical, appears by thoſe tenſes called 


anomalies «eayn, ca, - Eν . Nay, it will 
be more evident ſtill, by obſerving that verbs 


beginning with and v take no augment at all. 


— They cannot: becauſe theſe vowels conſider- 
ed as long, cannot be made longer. 

And now let us confider the only remaining 
tenſe, that is the paulopoſt future ; what is this 
but the augment of the perfect with the termi- 
nation of the future? the union of time paſt 
with time to come? and which we expreſs in 


- Engliſh thus: After I ſhall have read Herodo- 


tus, I intend to attempt Pindar. The intima- 
tion of a future nmediate may not be ſufficient- 
ly expreſſed by our Engliſh words, nor is it 
quite admitted in the Greek verb by modern 
grammarians ; but the coaleſcence of a paſt 
time with time to come, is an idea ſufficiently 


clear. 


Something ought to be ſaid upon the tenſes 
of the middle verb: for though the reciprocal 
ſenſe is ſo ably elucidated by Kuſter, it is ſtill 

B 4 
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a matter of doubt to ſome of the firſt gramma- 
rians of the preſent day. Kuſter himſelf gives 
up the perfect and pluperfect. Dawes deſtroys 
the ſecond future and ſecond indefinite. The 
preſent and imperfect are the ſame as the paſ- 
ſive in form, and not eaſily diſtinguiſhable by 
their ſenſe. There remain, therefore, only the 
firſt future and firſt indefinite, which, perhaps, 
we ought rather to endow with this particular 
meaning, than make a whole voice to ſupport 
them. 1 els, 
That theſe two tenſes are really uſed with 
the reciprocal ſenſe, can hardly. be doubted, by 
thoſe who have paid attention to the queſtion ; 
and yet another doubt ariſes, why they are not 
always uſed, where the ſenſe ſeems to require 
them, and why the paſſive is frequently joined 
to the middle verb by the conjunction, or the 
ſtructure of the ſentence? F. 360. 


Od ' x, &AEUVGTO XNpRH MEAGIVGD, 


Here one ſhould naturally ſuppoſe that inſtead 
of £xawv0ny, a middle verb would have been uſed, 
and an active inſtead of aawaro; for though we 
can find a conſtruction for both, as they now 
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ſtand, in conformity to Kuſter's canon; ſtill his 
principle of the middle voice is violated. 

A more ſtriking inſtance than this occurs 
in the Philoctetes of Sophocles, 1106. Ed. 
Brunck. 4 

"hits 


"Ou PopCay 87. TpoTPepuy, | & --- 


Where the ſcholiaſt remarks mpoorpipur—dvr) 
rod TpooPecouevog, and then mentions that in re- 
turn diaxoy2pevo; is uſed for 019K0v", juſtifying 
in ſome meaſure an opinion of ſome of the 
ſcholiaſts and grammarians, that the voices were 
ſometimes confounded, an opinion certainly 
proceeding from an inaccurate idea of the pri- 
mitive meaning of ſome particular verbs ; but 
we may ſee how this might happen in the 
uſage of this very participle. 


Active. Ou pop mporpepur, not ſupplying 
food. 


Paſſive. Ou por e 000 not being 
ſupplied as to food. 

Middle. Ou Spore TpoTPtpopeevo;, not ſ\upply- 
ing food to myſelf. 


[ 26 ] 1 
But we are not bound to enter into the diſ- 
cuſſion of this queſtion, which requires much 
greater inveſtigation than can be given to it at 
preſent ; our principal buſineſs is with the for- 
mation of the tenſes, and thoſe are already ac- 
counted for, except the perfect and pluperfect 
middle: and what they are, is one of the greateſt 
myſteries of the Greek verb. The paradigm of 
Fpzpw has been preferred upon the preſent oc- 
caſion, becauſe the perfect middle is the ſame 
as the active; and we ſhould wiſh to eſtabliſh 
this as a general principle; the perfect middle 
of the contracted verbs ſeems to favour this 
ſuppoſition, for TETIjh%, MEPIAG, KEYPUTH, if 
there be ſuch tenſes, are the ſame as reriſama, 
S, KEXPUT WR, allowing for the ſyncope ; 
but the variety of this tenſe, which depends, 
according to the grammarians, upon the cha- 
racteriſtic of the ſecond future active, is ſo ex- 
tenſive, that it is more juſt to ſtate the conju- 
gations as they ſtand, than to determine autho- 2 
ritatively upon the queſtion. 
The deduction, ſuppoſing them to be a va- 
riety of the perfect active, ſtande thus: 
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Perfect. Per. Mid. 
Tpoprw wpagrow Yeypupme yeypags weypuge = 


Ar AgEYETW AeAtynnce  AENENG AtNoye 
Ieh e meleow rent meruxa mera | © 
Newe 2 E ,τh,¹tt VEVERNNES VEVOLAGE | 
BaAomrew fPAunrecw BE E ονi HEN 
T epvew TEMAVETW TETEMVNEGE TETANINY rer 
Que he Tehunxa rehuncc reha 
Tce TWCeow TETWoOna TETWHE ® geowCa or 
| | ,h 
O1patoCw oi NjuwCnxe 2 9 1 wpawCa or 
9 | WjhAWY 2 
OpurrTew | opurTeow _ pur TH wpuy wpuYEn 


Here let it be obſerved, that in forming the 
perfect active from the perfect in mea of ew; the 
termination in x or xz is preſerved through 
all, except P:Cxzpe and yeypape, which ſeems 
to account for the ſameneſs of their two per- 
fects +, active and middle. In all the others 
it appears that the perfect active is correpted by 
preſerving the E of the perfect middle, by 
neglecting the x, and preſerving the characteriſ- 
tie of the perfect active. If, therefore, upon 


e Tenſes marked thus *, poſſibly do not exiſt. 


Bighapa and g are the ſame, the correſpondent letter 
m . 


1 


further inquiry, the ſenſe of theſe two tenſes 


ſhould prove to be the ſame, as from Kuſter's 


conceſſion is reaſonable to conclude, it is poſ- 
fible that the tenſes themſelves are the ſame, 


and differ only by a different mode of deduction, 


according to the various uſage of diale&s, or 
the various ages of the language. The change 
of the penultimate is the ſame as in the ſecond 
future, and to whatever dialect the ſchool of 
Dawes ſhall refer the formation of that tenſe, 
to eſtabliſh its identity with the firſt future, to 
the ſame may we refer the identity of theſe twWo 
perfects, and the different mode * their forma- 


tion . 


7.4.8 following paradigms of EQ and TPA- 
SEQ, it is preſumed will preſent the principles 
of this hypotheſis clearer to the eye and the 
mind, than the moſt. elaborate explanation. 
The ſuppoſititious changes are ſhewn by one 
character, and the exiſting tenſes by another; 
there is no force uſed in the. deduction, but 
what is agreeable to the organs, and nothing 
left dubious, but the formation of what is cal- 
led the irregular ſecond future, and its depen- 
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dencies. Both this and the perfect middle will 
be further conſidered, and the whole ſubject 
expanded and ſupported by authorities, if this 
ſketch thould meet with the approbation of 
thoſe who are lovers of the language, and judges 
of its excellence. 

There is only one monoſyllable in the whole 
ſcheme which does not conform to the princi- 
ple laid down; that is, the participle QN from 
EN. This ought to ſignify [action or motion] 
doing; whereas it undoubtedly ſignifies [exiſt- 
ence] being. But as this QN, when applied to the 
active verb, gives a termination to the participle 
preſent with two other active participles, and 
mult in thoſe inſtances expreſs doing, there is 
reaſon to ſuſpe&, that ſome metaphyſical ſenſe 
lies concealed in QN as well as EIMI ; and whe- 
ther that may not be diſcovered by tracing up the 
relation between Ew and Eu as cauſe and exiſt 
ence, will be matter for future enquiry. 

At ' preſent it is ſufficient to obſerve that | 
every form of the verb in the Greek language, 
whether ſimple or contracted, whether in Q, 
or MJ, or .QMAI, is comprehended in this 
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ſcheme: for y1yywoxw is only yryvw-eorw, and 
the remains of «ox» are ſtill viſible in ſuch 
tenſes as ed , oyouoxe, KC. There is one 
thing very remarkable in tenſes of this kind, 
which is, their general rejection of the aug- 
ment. The reaſon. ſeems to be, that having 
erx in the termination, the repetition of it in 
the augment was ſuperfluous, and perhaps it 
is never uſed without a ſoleciſm. A principle 
applying ſo univerſally as does this application 
of Ew to all the verbs in the language, may be 
thought to ſupply a ſufficient proof for itſelf. 
It will apply equally to all the anomalous verbs; 
and thoſe which are diſtinguiſhed by adopting 
the characteriſtic of the firſt future in the pre- 
ſent, as ehe, , bf, are nothing more 
than ETETKW, GWNETKW, QUETKW, Or aeoxu. No- 
thing remains but the termination in aww; as 
pea avw, Ae, and theſe will poſſibly be 
traced to another primitive. 

The chief aſſiſtance toward the 1 
of this ſubject, has been drawn from Villoiſon's 
Commentary on the Paſtoral Hiſtory of Longus. 
Thoſe who are acquainted with that work will 
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perceive that fewer liberties are taken, and leſs 
violence uſed with the Greek verb, than he has 
done. Valkenaer, Dawes, Burgeſs and Kuſter, 
have all contributed their ſhare; and whenever 
a regular treatiſe ſhall be prepared, their con- 
tributions ſhall be duly acknowledged, but 
nothing is due to Lennep, who, inſtead of 
ſimplifying the difficulties, has augmented 
them, by multiplying roots and themes with- 
out diſcretion. 

It is not pretended that this ſcheme of the 
verb ſhould ſuperſede the neceſſity of acquiring 
the conjugations by thoſe who are commencing 
their acquaintance with the language; but as 
ſoon as they comprehend the power of the 
reſpective characteriſtic letters, one month's 
practice in forming every Greek verb upon the 
model of EQ, will give them a primary and 
general idea, which will never be obliterated 


from the memory. This will be equally uſe- 


ful in practice, whether the ſcheme is founded 


in fact or ſuppoſition, and as ſuch it is of- 


fered both to thoſe who teach, and thoſe who 
learn. No proficient in the language can 
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look back to his own labour in the acqui- 
ſition of conjugating a Greek verb, without 
wiſhing that the road ſhould be ſhortened for 
others, and if. this ſcheme ſhould not anſwer 
that purpoſe, it will at leaſt fave the trouble 
of travelling the ſame. journey ſo repeatedly, 
and ſometimes without obtaining the object at 
the end of i it. | 
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The ſecond future and ſecond indefinite aQive appear in conformity to the paradigms in uſe, but do n 
| and firſt indefinite. The ſecond future middle the ſame as the firſt. | | 
| + The ſecond indefinite middle the ſame as the imperfeck. 
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E a. 
Paſſi va. LS Media. | 

ocent. | Subjun. Inf. | Part. || Indic. Impera. Potent. | Subjun. | Infin. Part. | 
£04pamv bh, bb £0pacyog hoes Tc. te | tour teh b £0paryog 
1 PITT th £14evo; = . 1 Wpaces teh. ere {/ 

* — Jin "A | 
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£Vernv th tb 061g | . ol £ 
| ny. 516 wuny F : £00 ohh. WAX) 0 ba 0j48v05 

l 0 Ara! 116 £07 V | — 
nun- (4.06 | no has | nuevo; | | N 


;> but do not exiſt. The ſecond future and ſecond indefinite paſlive are only correptions of the firſt future 
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I ndic. J. Imperative Potent. Subjunct. Intinitive Farticip * 
4 -H TEα e vrap- olf —  YeaÞ-ien YEauP-ewy 
£% 
gy, enge 2 Years  Y8UPPoijus W Yeap-u Fe- | | Yeap-uy 
I mpf. eee, 
YeauP-eo w "Is _ 660 "IN YeEuNÞ-eowy 
1 Fut Je Ye ,jẽ6eꝛ YeaT=Eruv YEAT-erwy 
| 720 2 Ve&T=3 ous rear YEAT=-Cwe 
A KWON 
1 | . Jea e 2 5 e. ve Yearb=wy 
t , YexÞP-toov vp IT AA YeaÞ-erw YeaD-e a YeaD-eoms 
1 In de f EVENT v3.04 YEUT =ETOy VEauT-i0H% 4s YeaT-Er wu YEAT=t0 % YEXT-ET a5; 
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Indic. {mperar. __ Potent. Subjunct. Infinitive Particip. 
2 | -e we &%Þ -£04panv | YeuP-rwpa yeaP-uobau vg ꝙp-toHtvog 
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